NBCC / CHESS BIOGRAPY OF ERIC HILHORST
In mid-August, the club continued its summer schedule by hosting a one-week event
for Eric Hilhorst, the next member to be recognized for his longevity in our
organization. Eric was introduced to the game at the young age of seven. Soon
thereafter, he joined the club with his father, Gert, who has been a guiding force in
his life. With his father as his coach and mentor, Eric quickly moved up the rating
ladder. Today, Eric’s rating is around 1750. He has worked hard to attain this level
and has aspirations to reach class A soon! Beyond our family, Eric has competed in
many regional and state tournaments, especially at the library chess club in his
hometown in Simsbury, where he has won several events and developed many
friendships. Eric, like his father, is one of our few members who has had the
opportunity to play chess internationally. When he was fourteen years old, Eric
competed on team leagues in Amsterdam. Incidentally, Eric has traveled to this
beautiful city over seventy times with his father! Talk about earning frequent flier
miles! All levity aside, when looking back at Eric’s chess history, his proudest
achievement was earning the prestigious high school title at the 2015 Connecticut
State Scholastic Championship and representing our state at the Denker Tournament
in Arizona. Eric recently completed his freshman year at the University of
Connecticut, where he is an active member and vice president of their chess club.
Even though Eric has not been able to play chess as often as he would like to, due to
his intensive academic workload, he does make an effort to compete in events at the
UConn CC and the NBCC during school breaks. Earlier this year, Eric had a blast
participating on the grand stage at USATE for his first time with his fellow UConn
teammates. Eric is truly an amazing young man and superstar, and he has so much
passion and energy for life and a deep affection and compassion for people. My
friends, our chess community is bright because of members like Eric. We are so
thrilled to have Eric as part of our family, and we wish him the utmost best in his
future chess and academic endeavors in his long life ahead. For his tournament, Eric
proposed the Bilbao format, where each player played two games, one with the white
pieces and one with the black pieces. Because of the format, the tournament could
not be rated. Players were grouped into quads. The following players won their
respective quad: Nelson Castaneda (Quad 1), Carter Clayton (Quad 2), Bill
Campbell and Elizabeth Smith (Quad 3), and Norman Burtness and Joseph Hricko
(Quad 4). Carter was presented with a trophy for the most unexpected result. Thanks
to Gert for organizing and directing this exciting event.

