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2004 New Britain City Chess Championship Finals  

The tournament was won by Sarathi Ray of Newington with a score of 8/9. In second place was Joe 

Bihlmeyer of Southington at 6.5/9, and tied for third with 5/9 were  Mark Bourque of Stafford Springs, 

John Baclawski of New Britain, and Joe Mansigian of New Britain. 

 

The results are in for the 2004 (54th Annual) New Britain Chess Club Championship. The winner and 

crowned the 2004 NBCC Champion is FIDE Master Nelson Castaneda who scored 4½-½ on his way to 

claiming 1st place. Nelson was awarded $100. It should also be mentioned that Nelson is currently playing 

in a tournament in Vermont and according to his son Andres, Nelson has an opportunity to obtain, from 

this event, his third and final IM NORM! We wish him the best in obtaining the title of International Master.  

Commanding a solid second place in the club championship with an outstanding performance was Andres 

Castaneda who scored 4-1. He was awarded $70 last Tuesday night for his place prize. In addition, Andres 

won the BIGGEST UPSET prize ($15) for his victory against Mark Bourque in Round 4. The rating differential 

between Castaneda and Bourque at the time of the match was 317 points!  

  

Tied for 3rd place and TOP Class A prizes were the following players: Bill Grzesiak, David Aldi, and Joe 

Bihlmeyer. They each earned 3½ points and were presented with $25.  

Tony Diaz and Karl Kochman both tied for the TOP Class B prize with each scoring 3-2 and winning $25.  

Claiming the class C prize solo was Bill Dworski. Dworski won $25 and scored 3-2.  

Bob Kozlowski  

  



 

  

  



 

  



 

  

  

  

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

  

  

  

  



IN MEMORY OF ARKADIJS STRAZDINS  

 
THE NBCC HISTORICAL ALBUM WAS CREATED IN MEMORY OF ARKADIJS STRAZDINS, NBCC LEGEND.  

     On December 3, 1997, the Connecticut chess community held a banquet for Mr. Strazdins to recognize him for         

his many decades of service. He was also presented with a marble chess board and clock. Mr. Strazdins passed                                         

away on April 9, 2007, after a long battle with heart failure.  
  

             This photo was copied with permission from Rob Roy, editor of Connecticut Chess magazine.   

  

NBCC HISTORIAN’S MESSAGE  

THANK YOU, MR. STRAZDINS, FOR YOUR STEADFAST, TIRELESS SERVICE AND DEVOTION 

TO THE NBCC AND CONNECTICUT CHESS FOR OVER FIFTY YEARS. YOU HAVE ENRICHED 

THE LIVES OF OUR MEMBERS AND CHESS PLAYERS THROUGHOUT THE NORTHEAST, AND 

IT WAS TRULY A PRIVILEDGE AND A BLESSING TO HAVE KNOWN YOU. YOU WERE A 

CARING AND COMPASSIONAITE MAN AND TREATED EVERYONE WITH THE UTMOST 

DIGNITY AND RESPECT.   

MAY YOU REST IN ETERNAL PEACE IN HEAVEN, AND MAY YOUR LEGACY TO CHESS 

NEVER BE FORGOTTEN.   

  

YOUR FRIEND IN CHESS,   

ROBERT CYR – FORMERLY KNOWN AS ROBERT KOZLOWSKI  


