REMEMBERING THOMAS HARTMAYER

For over forty years, Tom was integrally involved as a steadfast and staunch supporter,
tournament director, organizer, and coordinator of adult and scholastic chess tournaments in
Connecticut, especially at the University of Connecticut Chess Club, where he was the chief TD
for decades. His vital role in these capacities significantly enriched the game for players of all
ages and levels throughout our community for generations. He really loved the game and
displayed his passion for it by being a mentor and coach to many scholastic chess players in our
community. Known warm-heartedly as “Herr Direktor” by many in the chess community, Mr.
Hartmayer was also a very close friend of the New Britain Chess Club family since the early
1970s. Tom frequently competed in matches between the UConn CC and ours, played as a
teammate with NBCC members, and often attended NBCC tournaments and the annual NBCC
Christmas party. On a statewide level, Tom served on the Connecticut State Chess Association
Board of Directors for years and worked feverishly and tirelessly as a strong advocate and
ambassador for chess in our state, promoting the game in every way possible. Tom also
possessed an incredible wealth of knowledge about the rich and diverse history of Connecticut
chess and enjoyed sharing the many amazing stories that shaped and defined chess in our state
from the 1970s to today. Tom was a very gracious person to every chess player, and he was
always welcoming to everyone in the UConn Chess Club family. Tom had a very amiable
personality and disposition, a delicious sense of humor, and such zeal for life. He truly was a
wonderful man all-around, and it was a privilege and an honor to have known him.



